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INTRODUCTION. 


We VERY vie Peop ole will raiſe 
ſr | hs ſtrongeſt —.— of Laws 
| 75 15 upon the weakeſt Part of their 
C onſtitution. If there is in the 
Conſfitution of Great Britain a Gap by 
+ which the End of all Government may be 
; a by Practices not expreſs] 8 
} ageing ſt by; the original Model 2 
ſtitutigp, becauſe they were . to 
our Anceſtors, her Liberties are no longer 
; ale than her Goyernors are virtuous. 


3 


1 The following Pages i may now be juſtly 

look'd upon vas Prophecies of Events hi- 
! therto upaccgm glich d. They are Pro- 
| phecies inſpir d * that Patriot Concern 
which prompts every, wiſe and good Man 
ta examine into the Nature of our Conſti- 
tution; whoever does this will readily 
| Own, that the Liberties of Great Britain, 
tho reſcued, were not abſolutely ſecur d by 
the Revolution, And it requires no great 


Share of Penetration to diſcover that this 
£ a 2 Defect 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


Deſect muſt ariſe from Corruption. But 
the Author of the following Treatiſes rather 


or Hopes of a M 


. cers ſervd with Alacrity, becauſe they | 


dreaded than felt the Effects of her de- 
ſtructive Influence. Notwithſtanding all 
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their Invectives againſt a corrupted Majority 


in P 


Majority was far from being ſo determin'd, 
as on all Occaſions wherein either the Fears 


y was concern'd, 


t, and M Power, that 


to abandon all Senſe of Shame, and to uſe | 


a War was then thought neceſſary to vindi- | ; 
cate the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, 
beg War was not only declar'd but carry 4 | 


no other Arguments in favour of the moſt | 
deſtructive Meaſures, but Numbers, When 


When extraordinary Supplies were de- 


W for the Management of that War, 


thoſe Supplies if granted were acrounted for ; 
and when our Fleets put to Sea, our Offi- 


could ſerve with Honour. In that Reign | 
a Speaker of the Houſe of Commons was 
expelled for receiving @ Bribe, and a Preſi- 
dent of the Council impeached for accept- 
ing of a Gratuity. Yet the Patriots of 
theſe Days ſtill thought they had done too 
Attle towards rendering the Legiſlative Body 
as uncorrupted as poſſible. They thought | 
it not enough that the Members were vir- | 
tuous, unleſs it was pot out of their Power 
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INTRODUCTION. i: 
either to corrupt or be corrupted. They 
thought that no A# could be properly 


call'd free, if the Mind is under any Influ- 


ence that may byaſs the Will, and that the 
Hopes of getting, or the Fear of loſing a 
Place were as actually a Reſtraint upon the 
Freedom of Determination, as outward 
Force and Violence itſelf. 


But theſe Truths are ſo nobly ſet forth 
in the following Pages, that I ſhall refer my 
Reader to them. They breathe all tbe 


Spirit of Patriotiſm, ſet off with that ini- 


mitable Eloquence which Sincerity and 
Diſintereſtedneſs inſpire. If this Nation 
has not yet felt the Woes they pronounce, 


it is owing alone to the Virtue of the Legi- 


ſlature; but while ſuch a Defect remains in 
our Conſtitution, it may be juſtly ſaid of 
the great Aſſembly as was formerly ſaid of 
Auguſtus, tho' vn another Occafion, That 


it had been happy for the People he had ei- 
ther never been born, or that be bad been 


immortal. If the Integrity of a Govern- 
ment renders the People ſupine, and makes 
them neglect the neceſſary Means of ſecur- 
ing themſelves againſt future Corruption, 
a good Government may in one Senſe he 
ſaid to be a Misfortune to a People. At 
firſt Sight this ſeems a Paradox, but I will 
ven- 


vi . INTRODUCTION, 


venture to affirm, that all the Diſtreſs ts 
which the Liberties of Great Britain has 
at the ſeveral Periods of her Hiſtory been 
reduc'd, has been occafion'd by the People 
truſting too. much to the perſonal Virtues 
of their Princes, or Governors, and imagin- 
ing that theſe Virtues were as hereditary as 
their Crown, and as communicable as their 
Power. 


It may be a Queſtion with ſame, whe- 
ther the Authors, if they had liv'd till now, 
would not have recanted a great Part of 
what is contain'd in theſe Sheets, when they 
ſaw. no Grounds for their prophetic Fears. 
But I am of Opinion, that they would 
have ſtill perſever'd in their Sentiments; 
for the Reaſon of the Thing does and muſt 
ſubſiſt under the beſt, as well as the worſt 
Government. A good Government will 
never be againſt à Self-denyzng Act when 


it ſtrengthens the Liberty of the People, 


and no Precautions can be too great, no 
Security can be unſeaſonable againſt the 


Practices of a bad one. | 


It muſt however be own'd, that the 
Gentlemen in the Oppoſition under King 
William, appears to 3 carry d their Jea- 
louſy of Power farther than it ſeems to be 
agree- 
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' agreeable to the Sentiments of thoſe who 
i are how in the Oppoſition. The former 
' were for fuffering none in the Legiſla- 
tive, who bad any Share in the Executive 
Power. Thus the Diſtinction betwixt 
theſe two Branches, which by our Conſti- 
tution is preſum'd to exiſt, they thought, 
would be inviolably preſerv d. But it ſeems 
to be the genetal Opinion of the Gentle- 
men their Succeſſors, that a Limitation for 
that Purpoſe is ſufficient, and that it may 
be convenient, nay neceſſary, that ſome 
Placemen fhould have Seats in F —t. 
Whether the Conſtitution has given Riſe 
to this Conveniency or Neceſſity, or if it 
ariſes from Alterations that have been intro- 
duced into the Conſtitution, and by long 
Uſage have almoſt become a Part of it, is 
what I ſhall not preſume to determine. If 
it ariſes from the former, no bad Conſe- 
quence can attend ſuch a Limitation; if 
from the latter, it ought to be look'd on as 
an Inconveniency that muſt be ſubmitted 
to, till the Conſtitution ſhall be brought 
| nearer to its original Vigour, and a general 
Diſpoſition ſhall appear to reduce it to its 
firſt Principles. f 
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However that may be, it is hop'd that 
ö the Publication of theſe Pages can give no 


juſt 


m INTRODUCTION. 


| juſt Gwund of Offence at this Juncture: 
5 All Parties may from this ſee, that the Doc= 


trine of an unplac'd uninflucied P—t- 
man is not a Doctrine propagated in order 


ll! to ſerve a Term. It can never ſerve arty. 
i" End of Ambition; becauſe if it obtains, 
„ it equally diſqualifies thoſe who are now 
|| out of Power if ever they ſhall get in it, 
1 and attempt to ſerve their Country in theſe 
two incompatible Capacities, and may be 
| juſtly look'd upon as the ſureſt Teſts of 
| Diſintereſtedneſs among all who have the 
ll! Honour to ſerve her either in a legiſlative | 
9 or an executive Capacity, till ſuch Time as 
1 the Public are made acquainted with ſtrong 
5 Reaſons for diſcouraging, as there at.prefent 
1 ſeems to be for encouraging a Meaſure of | 
| that Tendency. WY 4 
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T is amazing tha! a People 
ſo zealous for their Liber- 
| ies, ſhould neglect the natu- 

| - anal, ſafe, and certain Way 
of ſecuring them, when they 
have often had Recourſe to the moſt violent 
Remedies, and have run the utmoſt Hazards 
to ſecure their Property. This is the only 
; Country in Europe that enjoys any Freedom 
under a King; and it mortifies any Think- 
ing Man, when he conſiders in how many 
ſucceſſive Reigns our Conſtitution has been 
aim' d at, how precariouſly we hold it now, 
and how often the Opportunities of a ſecure 
? Eſtabliſhment — trifled away, when 
' 9 obtain'd 
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obtain'd by the boldeſt Attempts that were ? 


made ſucceſsful by an apparent Providence. 


As the Reſtoration of King Charles II, 
fo the laſt Revolution was the Work of 
the People of England: Nothing could 
have brought it about in ſo miraculous a 


Manner, but the Weight .of the whole 


Nation in Oppoſition to the Conſpirators 
againſt our Conſtitution. And if the ſuc- 
ceeding Parliaments (which are called the 


Repreſentatives of the Nation) have not 


eſtabliſh'd by proper Laws thoſe Liberties, 
and that Government for which the Peo- 
ple drew their Swords, it muſt be conclud- 


ed, thoſe Aſſemblies did not truly repre- 
ſent that People. 


Whether they have done ſo ought well 
to be conſider d; and if they have not, to 
find where the Fault lay, were a uſeful Diſ- 
covery : And it is highly neceſſary that the 
Boroughs of England ſhould be well ap- 
priz'd of the preſent Circumſtances of Af. 
fairs, and of the Sentiments of Mankind 
at this Time; that by a proper and diſcreet 
Choice they may ſecure at once the Happi- 
neſs of their Country and their own Repu- 
tation, which are both in Danger, 
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The Opinion of the univerſal Corrup- 


tion of this Age cannot be concealed; it is 


made evident by thoſe that elect, by thoſe 


that are elected; buying Elections, and ſel- 
ling of Votes are Conſequences. And if 


ſuch a Houſe of Commons cannot paſs for 


2 Repreſentative of the People, but a Re- 


preſentative of a few diſſolute, mercenary 


Perſons, poſſeſs d of Voices in the Boroughs 


of England. The Conſequences of ſuch 
Thoughts they will do well to conſider: 


Which muſt iuduce all true Engliſbmen (at 
a proper Time) to ſeek other Methods of 
being better repreſented. | 


When I ſpeak of a natural, ſaſe, and 


| certain Way of preſerving the Liberties of 


England, I mean the ſecuring a free, unin- 


gag d Houſe of Commons, conſiſting of 
the Rich, Honeſt, and Able Men of the 
| Kingdom, When the Balance of the Go- 


ent Proviſion had been made for th 
happy had we been, and what M1 


| our Annals had contain'd the Names of 
Princes on the Throne fit to have been the 
Pre- 
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vernment went out of the Hands of the 
Nobility and the Church-men, if a &fici- 
Mow 
chiefs 
and Dangers had beeff prevented to this 
Nation? From Henry VII. to this Time, 


this ſhould appear to be the preſent Caſe, 


the 


1 


Predeceſſors to our glorious King r\But'trus | 


3 


it is, he muſt have laſt his Title 0b Deliue- 
rer, as we had ſaved the Price}of our Re- 
demption; for our Conſtitution would have 


| af d us from thoſe Dangers and Vio- 


ences from which he came to free us, and 

we had not had a whole Generation con- 
ſpiring for a hundred Vears together (tho 
in different Ways) againſt our eſtabliſh'd 


| Government, when ſworn to ſapport it, K 


our new Barrier had been well fortify'd, 


and if our Repreſentative of the People had 


been contriv'd to anſwer in 3 to the 


Name, all our Kings had been Queen 
Elizabetbo. But our Elections in conſi- 


derable Boroughs, and our Members being 


. to: ſerve two Maſters,” were ſuch 


Miſtakes in our Fundamentals, that as they 
have produc'd our paſt Misfactgnes, they 
muſt produce the like under bad Princes, 
or evil projecting Miniſters. 


a $ and King and Kingdom had been inca- 
pable If Misfortune: They had been out 
of the Reach of all ee Power, and, 


with due Submiſſion, above Fate; ſince 
ſuch a Government would have a us 


and 


| 


is A Houſe of Commons choſen. uuly by 
zople, incapable of Penſion and Place; 


the proper Objects of Divine Protection, 


Wee 
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and nat ogly have ſecur d our:Greatneſs and 
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Glory, but our Religion and Morals too, 
"Oe I fear are all going together. 

& In w Circumſtances we mould . 
had no Cauſe to fear the Scoriſh Cunning of 
King James I. No King of Scotland could 
have made a Scotch Parliament of ſuch an 


Enghſh Aſſembly. Such a. Monſter as 
- Buckingbam, and upon ſo monſtrous a Foot 


of Favour, could never have grown to ſuch 


an erer Size under ſuch a Conſtitu- 


r 


apparent Proſtitution of our Wealth, in his 


apparent Neglect of the Honour and inte- 
reſt of the Kingdom, in his apparent and 
treacherous Dealings with the French, and 
the public Enemies: His Iniquitics had 
never been ſcreen d by a Party; in 3 Word, 
he had not fallen a Nein to a private 
Hand. 


. Under.ſych a „e bis pious Son 
had purſued the like Meaſures in vain: His 
French Wife, his ſcandalous Fay hi 
unlaudable Biſhops, his own iflile 
unconſtant Temper could never, h 
brought him to the Block: All the Blood 
het? to no Purpoſe. in thoſe. Wars had been 
ſaved; be could never have on his Life, 
nor 


1711 


- | 
nor his Kingdoms he wouls only havs. 
on his Title of. Martyr, 7 


Vader ſo juſt a Ballance of Power, ay 
the Sons would have avoided the ill Conſe- 
N of their Father's Fate, ſo would 
probably have avoided all the French 


kae which they receiv'd in Body and 


ind: They had not receiv'd (Sons of the 
Proteſtant Martyr ) the French Religion, 
and above all Contagions a French Inclina- 

tion, the moſt fatal Poiſon that could enter 
the Blood of an Engliſh King. Such a 
Government would ſoon have diflover'd the 
Proteſtant Maſk King Charles II. only 
pull'd off at his Death, Such a Parliamen- 
tary Conſtitntion would not have ſuffer'd 
the avow'd and open Apoſtacy of the next 
Heir ; the Bill of Exclufion had then paſt, 
and had prevented the ſetting up, the pul- 
ling down the late King with ſuch Hazard 
and Expence to this Nation. Such an 
Eſtabliſhment would have prevented that 
hte damnable invented Proje& of corrupt- 
ing Parliaments (which I muſt mention in 
this Place, becauſe it began at this Time) 
that curſed Project, which defeats all our 
Hopes, which poiſons us in our Mother's 
Milk, which murders us by the Hands of 
one Parents, which infects the only Cordial 
that 


1 


that can preferve our Being, which makes 
us acceſſary to our own Pate, betray d by 
thoſe we chuſe to repreſent us, made Slaves 
by our Protectors, and given up by thoſe 
elected to defend our Liberties.. But of this, 
and the terrible Conſequences, I ſhall take 
farther Notice. Such a Conſtitution would 
have prevented that Inundation of Pro- 
phaneneſs, Lewdneſs, and Immorality, in- 
troduc'd by King Charles II. and his Athe- 
iſtical Wits, to fit the Nation for the in- 
tended Yoke of Popery and Slavery. To 
that End was all Learning and Virtue ex- 
ploded in his Reign, Scorn of Religion, 
Contempt of a public Spirit, Deriſion of 
Letters, and a pretending Wit above Rule, 
Learning, or Scruples, being the ſure and 
only Recommendations to his Fayour and 
public Imployments. No Government but 
muſt leave Mankind, as the Deity does his 
Creatures, in a State of Free-will, and there- 
fore in an Exerciſe perhaps of private Vices, 
or concealed Villanies: But in ſuch a true 
Engliſh Eſtabliſhment we had never ſeen a 
rampant French Whore openly governing 
our Councils; we had not ſeen an Engliſh 
King (well underſtanding Seafaring Mat- 
ters) an open Inſtructor to his Brother of 
France in the Myſteries of Navigation, 
Building, and Trade, And to evince, as I 
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go along, the Intereſt of King and Deopſa 
equally to ſubſiſt in a ſteady, good, and in- 
corruptible Adminiſtration, the elder Bros 
ther had never died an unnatural Death in 

ſuch a well regulated Proteſtant State, as 
would not have admitted of a bigoted, 
headſtrong, Popiſh Succeſſor. But let us 
leave this artful King, trick'd in his Tricks, 
outwitted by ſuch a Brother, plotted againſt” 
by his Son, unpitied by his Subjects, this 
making Way for ſuch a Succeſſor, aban- 
dom d at laſt by his Biſhops, and with 'no- 
thing to ſave him from a future Account, 
but extreme Unction from the Prieſts of 
the Whore of. Babylon. 


And now to the laſt, and in my Opi- 
nion the beſt, of the wicked Reigns; for 
the Project of a Standing-Army under a 
Popiſh King did but haſten our Deliverance, 
as did the Expedient of an Heir under a 
Belly of Clouts. The Son muſt really be 
got, and the Army muſt. be Proteſtant, I 
do not ſay really ſo, for the Name will do. 
But I ſhall ſay leſs of the living Prince, 
becauſe of his Misfortunes. He lives, and 
without a Crown, which is Puniſhment 
great enough for Follies having the Excuſe 
of Conſcience, and Miſtake. Yet I can 


hardly contain when I remember he is the 
Cauſe, 


[9] 


Cauſe, that all Mankind have been getting 
our Wealth, while our own Recompence i 18, 
that we have got rid of himſelf. Höw⸗ 
ever I forgive him all the reſt, but having 
left behind that worſt of Evils, a Pretencs 
70 a Proteflant Army, in a good Reign, and 
in Times of Peace: And I will only lay to 
the Charge of his Brother of Bleſſed Me- 


mory, all the Mi iſebiefs arifing from cor> 
rupted Harl aments. 


— 


Now to this great Point, and our moſt 
prelling Danger, and the preſent and future 
Remedies of them. I have hitherto been 
ſhewing what Violences, what Infamies, 
what Follies, an uncorrupted Parliamen. 
tary Conſtitution would haye prevented ; 
which eyinces ſufficiently what we have to 
expect in future Times; if a ſecure Settles 
ment be not obtain'd ander a good King 


| againſt | the notorious Increaſe of Corrup- 
tion in our Age. It is now come to ſuch a 


Height, that it may almoſt. be ſaid, A wiſe 
Prince muſt comply with it: For as in 2 
weak and low Condition, the Phyſician. 


muſt not apply the proper Remedy till the 
Patient bas Strength to bear it; ſo in our 


low and . Corrupted State, when Patriots 


muſt be hir'd to ſerve their Country, wheh 


| Whigs 8⁰ reſty without Penſion or Place, 
| C 


and 


—— 


_— 
and begin with untimely barking againſt 


the Government in War, to conclude with 


proſtitute Bawling for it after a Peace; I 
ſay, when this is our Caſe, till effectual 
Laws have recovered our Conſtitution, it 
muſt be confeſs'd, our Princes have an Ex- 
cuſe for practiſing the baſe Arts of Corrup- 


tion, eſpecially in Times of eminent Dan- - 


ger, Which allow of no Delays, This 
makes it plain that amongſt Men, Law- 
givers mult only ſeek for coercive Honeſty ; 
and Legiſlators remembring that moſt ne- 
ceſlary Part of the moſt perfect Prayer, 
Lead us not into Temptation, ſhould have 
that principally in View for King and:Peo- 
ple, that neither be led into it. No Empe- 
ror but envies the leaſt Bird upon the 
Wing: But ſince Flying is impoſſible, the 
great Vicegerents of God upon Earth are 
content to walk upon two Legs with com- 
mon Porters; and either Kings muſt drop 
from Heaven, and then let them be Jure 
divino, or Mankind muſt be Slaves, unleſs 


they provide ſuch happy and irreſiſtible | 
Laws as may reſtrain the Love of Power, 
as well in Kings, as in Stateſmen, I will“ 


only deſire the Example may be given me, 


of the beſt of Kings ſucceeding a bad one, 


who ever made it his Choice to give up any 
Authority or Acquiſition, tho' obtain'd by 
N „„ 
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his Predeceſſor, by Means he would not ; 
have practiſed himſelf. Since then. the 

Evils of bad Princes are permanent, and 

the good Eſtabliſhments of juſt ones often 
overthrown by thoſe that are arbitrary, 

what Methods for the Good of Mankind 
and Society, but to find Chains ſtrong 

enough to bind a Tyrant, which can only 

be made here in England, when a good 

: King with upright Miniſters beat the An- 

vil, and uncorrupted Parliaments find Fire 

and Materials? | 


The higheſt Compliment I can make 
this King is to ſay, This is the Time for ſo 
2 glorious a Work, and we have great Reaſon 
to expect his utmoſt Aſſiſtance: For in 
Truth, Deliverance and Reformation are 
his very Title. There is this unanſwerable 
Argument to prove it muſt be now or ne- 
ver: Some Infections muſt be check'd in 
Time, or Remedies will come too late; 
Adnd I am ſure we muſt flux now, or never 
3 i expect to fee a ſound Noſe on the Face of 
be Government. Such a precarious Peace 
as we have obtain'd is hardly a Bleſſing: But 
becauſe it ſets Parliaments at Liberty to 
ſettle our ſhatter'd State, let no Time be 
+ loft then, when we are fo unſecure of its 
laſting. But as I would willingly give 
* e ſome 
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ſome Hints that may be ſerviceable at all 
Times in, the great Gauk of Liberty, ſo F 
ſhall'take Notice, and that only from Ob- 
ſervations of the laſt Reigns, *. are the 
moſt dangerous Symptoms threatning a 
People with Loſs of Liberty: And when 
moſt of thoſe Circumſtances concur at once 
(any one of which does threaten Ruin) then 
I need not fay a Government is moſt in 
Danger, and that the ſpeedieſt and ſtrongeſt 
Antidotes ſhould be provided againſt the 


Influence ot ſo many malignant Conſtella- 
tions joined together. 


| To begin then with what the ba n 100 
King James 1. will afford us: The x moſt 
dangerous Circumſtance that. could attend 
a Nation, was a reaſonable Obligation to 
ſet upon the Throne a Prince born and 
bred up in another Country, who muſt re- 
tain a Foreign Heart, who muſt be partial 
to the People, to the Cuſtoms of his Native 
Land; who muſt therefore be unacquainted 
-with the Men, Manners, Privileges, and 
Laws of thoſe Territories he is newly come | 
to govern. This Partiality is natural, and 
for that Reaſon, juſtifiable: And theretars | 
as it ſeldom happens but that Princes tranſ- 
plant themſelves to a Bohr Soil (as was the 
Dale of * James) fo the Wealth of the 

more : 
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n 
more op ulent Na muſt alwa ys be pros 
timed: to raiſe and ſupply the Favourites 


| | of the poorer ; and tis all can be expected, 


that they be not raiſed by haſty and unme- 
rited Favours : Beſides, it is almoſt impoſ- 
fible but the Intereſt of the two Nations or 


| People mult interfere, if he retains the Ju- 


riſdiction of both, as this Scotch Prince did. - 
How perplex d muſt the beſt of Kings be 
in his divided Thoughts and — 


And where, and to whom muſt Nature 


and Education incline him ? It may hap- 
n, as in this Caſe, that the Be ear Con- 
Anton of one. Country allowed a greater 
Power, and greater Prerogatives than was 
conſiſtent with the Laws of the other. 
How ſhall the Spirit of a Prince brook the 
efuſal of that in one Place, which he was 
us'd to the Submiſſion to cliewhere? How 
can he eaſily change a Bent created perhaps 
by Nature, and confirm d by Cuſtom? In 
one Country requir d to bead Armies, in 
another oblig'd to encourage Fleets : In one 
Country Troops are the Support of Men's 
Property, in the other they muſt prove the 


is Ruin of their Liberties; this Diſtinction 


Princes cannot eaſily make. Religion too, 
the great Guide of Men's Actions, or at 


leaſt. their Pretence, differs almoſt in all 


Cauntries, even where it agrees in Name: 
And 


* Tu] 

And we know by bloody Experience how 
little the Proteſtant Religion of the Scat: 
did agree with our Epiſcopacy. Innumera- 
ble are the Miſchiefs ariſing from ſuch a 
Circumſtance; but I confine myſelf only 


to what were the apparent Dangers in the 
Caſe before us. 


Ancther dangerous Symptom appearing 
in the Reign of King Charles I. was this, 
That all his arbitrary Deſigns were carry d 
on, and diſguis d under the Maſk of the 
moſt preciſe Piety. Such impious Projects 
as aroſe from Inſolence and Pride, that 
_ were carry d on by Breach of Faith, that 

tended to the Effuſion of the beſt Blood in 
the Nation, were always tranſacted in 
Forms, with Faſting and Prayers. As his 
'Ship-money was maintain'd by his Judges, 
fo were all his other Expedients to inſla ve 
the Nation preach'd for by his Church, and 
labour'd for by his Biſhops. | 


Another threatning Circumſtance was 
the Advantage with which King Charles 
II. came to the Throne. The Nation was 
then intoxicated with Joy: And he made 
as ill Uſe of that Opportunity, as Lots 
Daughters did of their Father's Drunken- 
neſs ; as they went into him, ſo he got _ | 

bis 


nn 


his People, and with all fly Arts and Cor- 
ruption began the fatal (well-improv'd) Pro- 

ject of bribing Parliaments. And that 
none might have a Scruple of Conſcience * 
? againſt this higheſt of Crimes, betraying © 
* their Country, Religion in- his Time was 
the Jeſt of his Favourites: But for himſelf, 
he had a different one ready for every Na- 
tion, and ſort of People he had to do with; 
a Papiſt in France, a Preſbyterian, in Scot- 
land, a Churchman in England, a Quaker 
with Penn, an Athieſt with Hallfax. A 
moſt dextrous Practice this in all Princes 
that purſue it, who thus eaſily impoſe on 
good People willing to be deceiv'd, 


Another certain Warning of enſuing Miſ- 
chief (the very Porpoiſe before the Storm) 
is a STANDING-ARMY; which tho' it 
prov d unſucceſsful in King Fames's;Time, 
yet it immediately preceded his Intentions 
of ſubverting all our Laws, Human and 
Divine. He thought his Project as infalli- 
ble as his Pope, when ſo many of his | 
Troo ps were Papiſts and Foreigners; being 
ſecure too of Ships from abroad to tranſ- 
port more Strangers when wanted. But 
all this was oil'd with one Word, Popery. 
Heaven had in ſtore an Antidore againſt a 


wo Bo. 
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en from a OTBSTANT ONE, | 


„Now, having recapttalated* all theſe Cie 
cumſtances of approaching Ruin, which 
we ſo narrowly eſcap'd in the foregoing 
Rei ns, what would become of us if theſe 
Difficulties ſhould bear upon us (as in a 
| Hurricane) all at once? Whenever they 
do, well may the Nation fear their impends 
ing Fate. Yet after all I fay, a' free un- 
corrupted Parliament would ſoen diſpel 
theſe Clouds. Under ſuch a Government 
as I have mention'd, King James I. had 
been compelled to have made Uſe ef Ex- 
gliſb Councils in governing an Engliſb Na- 
tion: He had been oblig'c d to have provided 
for his Scots Favorites out of his Scotch 
Revenue: He had no doubt been ſupply'd 
with the Money of England, but Forced 
to have laid it out for the Honour and 
Intereſt of that People. Suppoſe the Na- 
tion p es d for him as they were for 
King Charles II. relievd · from long Wars, 
from Confuſion, from Crommwels and Uſur- 
pers; ſuch a Parliament would not then 
have fat ſtill in idle Rejoicing, but wiſdy 
have prevented the Cauſes of future Mourn- 
ing: Nay, giye him the Standing-Army of 
the unfortunate Prince of his Name (let it 


be 
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Ide a Prouaſtant one too) yet fuck an Adin: 


would have e ſoued their Country from all 
| theſe Dangers. ' All T van allow, but the 


is my only Remedy vo all other Evils; 
when that fills aut with che teſt, chere is 


bly with their Ready Wiſdom and Vigour, 


7 Citcurnftances- of King Chark?'s corrupted. 
Z Patliament: For the Incorruption of that 


Þ nothing: left but for honeſt Men to ſhow 5 


7 the Nation the Pretipite upon which they 


1 and wall 
ger. I ſhall conclude this Part with the 


Questions of King Jumes I. upon his Ac- 
| ceſſion to the Throne, Do I make the Bi. 


might have added, Do I make the Houſe of 
4 Anſwer i is too Plain. 


Enguiaa may well take) of the Circom- 
9 den of the Ul Reigra T eome to A Sub- 
18 wich more Dificalty to be bangled 
What che People and Parliament have to 
do nt preſent, may well be Sather d from 
3 | ts g Confidefations,' yet I meft fay 
| mango? the Revolution, 294 What has 


ledge 


& Fang: And much may be expected from 
ſo brave a People; When waked out of their 
rz d of their Dan- 


e Do I make the Fudges? If to this be 
Camo? To ſuch fatal Leere de 


Tating tteated (and with a 'F jevdork * 
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ledge the Obligations we owe to our pteſent 
King. The Oppreſſions and Dangers from 
which he reliev'd us were ſo grievous, and 
| the Advantages we might have procur'd 
j ourſelves by his coming were ſo great, that 
we owe him the utmoſt Gratitude, not to 
be over-paid by any thing but by ſuch a 
Confidence in his Virtue, as (forgetful of 
1 Times paſt and to come) ſhould make us 
| neglect the Opportunity he has given us of 
1 ſecuring to ourſelves, the never being ſo 
1 much oblig d to any other. This were the 
worſt Requital we could make him, to let 
it be poſſible by our Negligence, that any 
Perſon ſhould ever rival him in his glorious 
Title of Deliverer. mils 04 1 


: 


Our preſent King has now the ame Game 

he has all his Life been ſucceſsfully. purſuing 
abroad, and the ſame Buſineſs he has been 

| bred up to in other Countries; but he has 
now other Tools to work with; a divided 
and corrupted People. His Declaration 
aſſures us, he came to ſecure our Conſtitu- 
tion, * ſo as no ill Prince, no evil Miniſter *' 
ſhould be able to violate it for the future. 
I ſhall not now repeat what he has done in 
Perſon towards all this; it were unneceſſary 
Flattery to repeat Actions done in the Face 
ol the Sun: But my Buſineſs at preſent is, 
5 N to 
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to conſider what has been deficient ; and. 
as 1 propos d at firſt, to give ſome Hints 
where the Fault lies, and how it came 
about that we have been expos'd to ſuch 
Hazards, and are yet, unſecure; and this, 
to the end the Scene of his great Life may 
be perfected, and his Promiſes made good 
to us, in an Eſtabliſhment ſecur'd againſt 
future Attempts. Le 


I muſt confeſs I cannot wholly acquit 
the ConveENnT10N, and other following Par- 
liaments. I doubt all the unneceſſary Ha- 
zards to which we have been expos d, all 
our unſucceſsful Undertakings, all the miſ- 
given and miſpent Treaſure, all that is defi- 
cient, or left undone to the compleating our 
Security, muſt in a great Meaſure be laid to 
their Charge. It is well known, many in 
Pamphlets, more in Diſcourſe, accuſe them 
both of Weakneſs and Corruption: But 
they ſhould conſider that ſuch a War was 
* what never came before into the Hands of 

a Parliament; the Dangers and Difficulties 
ſucceeding and increafing from Year to 
Vear, were enough to amaze and diſtract 


the greateſt Aſſembly. I ſhall be far from 


paſſing ſo hard a Judgment upon them; 
my only Wiſh is, if they have done well, 
chat they may never do otherwiſe; if they 


ha 
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have committed Errors, the like may never 
bappen. My Ambition is their Glory; 
only out of Zeal to their Honour, I ſhall 
take Notice of ſome Complaiats made ; 
others; and from myſelf take the Libervy | 

to ſay, that this enſuing Parliament made 

free by a happy Peace, muſt make the Na- 
tion ſo for ever, or for ever loſe their Repy- | 


tation, | 
' This is the Time in which Parliaments | 
' {ſhould exert themſelves for the Nation's | 
_ Happineſs, and their own Fame. All Man- 
kind have obſerv d, this is the ſecond Revo- | 
lation unimmprov'd by Parliaments in the | 
{ame Age; the one as ineffectual to the | 
Good of England in the Hands of Patri- 
ots, Whigs and Diſſenters, as the other was | 
in the Hands of Cavaliers and Churchmen: | 
Which makes Men apt to conclude, the | 
Fault lies in that Part of our Conſtitution | 
on which we mot rely, And the com- 
mon Reaſon given by all why Parliaments 
have miſmanag'd, is, that they are fo ma- 
nag d themſelves: They do not only ſap- 
poſe them ſubjected to the Power of 
Kings, to the Influence of great Men, to 
the Arts of old and crafty Stateſmen, but | 
accuſe them now of being led by heardleſs 
Politicians, by upſtart Prentices in Buſineſs 
| | - neither 
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Experience, and oply buoy'd up by proje- 
ing Inſalence. It this were 15 Cate, to 0 
what. are we reduc'd? This is not Phaeton 


unſortunately conducting the Horſes of the 
Sun, but a Carrier driving, Pack-horſes, and 


Beaſts of .Burden, which jog on their 14 
n their Penſions, wo 


The propos d Limits of a Sheet, and and 
not the Subject, confine me; and therefore 
| Efball repeat but one Objection made to 
the Wildom of our National Allembbes, 
which, is, that the Members of a 
tion. freely choſen, brought together at this 
Revolution, and miraculouſly deliver'd from 
| the higheſt Oppreſſions, ſhould admit of 
the. old Underminers of our Liberties. for 


the new Managers of Reformation: And 


Ken pot fay as to their Integrity, who 
would have admitted of ſuch 2 
but to be corrupted? 1 


9 


1 may very well be ſaid to Pa I 


cation of ſome; When there was no Go. 


+ vernment, no Miniſters, no Money, no 
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Privy Purſe, who could Influence? It muſt 


be confeſ d (and here is. the fatal Error) if 
there was Corruption, it, was from withia « 


1 it is plain, they rouſt bribe. them- 


elves, 


L221 
ſelves, and only with Hopes and Expecta? 
tions; they were qualify d by the Conſtitu- 
tion to have Places; every Fool was well 
qualify'd in his own Thoughts, and every 
Knave betray'd his Truſt and his Country 
3 make himſelf worthy. e 


Men have not only alter'd in our Times, 
but Parties have chang'd their Principles 
and Practices: If fo, what Cautions can be 
great enough in ſuch an Age? I come 
therefore to thoſe Confiderations, what wiſe # 
and honeſt Men ſhould do in this critical 
Juncture. I ſhall propoſe preventing Phy- 
fic, ſafe, were there no preſent Diſeaſe, 
were there no Corruption in our Land, were 
all upright from the Lord to the Commo- 
ner: Yet I doubt the Golden Age would 
not ſucceed, were all wiſe as Solomon, and 
after God's own Heart as David; we know 
the Follies committed by the one, the Im- 
pieties by the other ; let no Man depend 
too much upon himſelf, let no Govern- 
ment depend upon Men, Preſumption is 
the higheſt Sin, and Prevention the higheſt 
Wiſdom, e 


I doubt not but ſome will think, and 
more will ſay, I have writ a tedious Preface 
to a very ſhort Treatiſe; that without ſe 

much 


1231 
much Repetition, without enumerating ſo 
many Diſeaſes, and Times of Infection, I 

might ſooner have given my ſhort Receipt, 
which is this; Good People of England, elect 
thoſe to repreſent you this Parliament, 1who 
moſt probably will ſecure your being truly re- 
preſented for ever: In other Words, Thoſe 
who have Virtue enough to incapacitate them- 
ſelves from any Service but that of their 
Country, while they take that Truſt upon 
. them, Ta 13 153-143: em M 


Now, towards the making ſuch a Choice, 
my Inſtructions ſhall be as ſhort as my Ad- 
vice; Cbuſe Rich Men. For you may know. * 
who are rich, and cannot know who are 
honeſt: One you think honeſt may take 
Money, but one that is rich does not want 
it. Let no Character of Party recommend 
or prejudice: Poor Whigs, poor Tories, 
want equally Places, and will act alike to 
get and keep them; but be ſure, if they 
want Money much, they have not Qs 
Ambition. Therefore avoid the younger 
Sons of Lords, who full of Pride, with. 
empty Pockets, will endeavour, at the Na- 


tion's Coſt, to become rich Commoners. It 


is needleſs to adviſe againſt thoſe whoſe 

Actions have diſcover d them in foregoing 

Parliaments, thoſe worſt of Villains who 
, eons began 


_ 
— Tanne, 5 \conctige kf Fares 
* 0 N 


Thus I ben Abe k unde 
taking my Remedy ſhall care all Diſtem- 
pets, whether they lie in the Heart or in 
che Brain. os N fort of Men 
conſpire, whe e Projects (ſtaming 
S in the Sky) br 27, Mates. 
tudles, or. whether.the Ober Marhodeilike 
Mines under Ground) work hidden M. 
chief. Such a National Aſſembly, under 
the Qualifications I have mention'd, weuld 
repel the Baſbew, and deſeat the Contticr; 

and pros ſtrong enough to.fecure us from 
che moſt dangeraus Deſipns, thoſe dreſi d 
ap. With. Zea, and diſguis d by Improba- 

Such a Riis would ſecute us 
from Religions Leude, Prateſ ant e 
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5 Everal Treatiſes have been foo pl 
written, and more (1 doubt. ng 
Wa in this Juncture publiſh d, with 
ctions and Informations to the People 
land for chooſing fit and proper Re- 
22 for the 2 Parliament, 
wherein ſufficient Notice will be taken of 
the Failures and Defects of Everal.. whe 
Hays already beęn entruſted in that Service, 
nnd the due Qualifications of ſuch — 
no to be . 1 e con- 
fine my preſent Thought to one 
zicular Head, which 3 * 0 aten, 
ſeems to involve i in it the inevitable Fate gf 
England, which wholly depends ripon the 
Choice of Members for the next Seſſion of 
Parliament: I mean the chuſing or refu/ing 
of h Perſons who are now poſſe/t WY 
_ 27 N depending k * 
— end Pleaſure e Court. erein 
* „ prove unſucceſsful, I ſhall 
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have nothing left but the Satisfaction of my 
own Conſcience to ſupport me under the 
deplorable Conſequences and Effects which 
much neceſſarily attend the Choice of a 


Houſe of Commons fill'd with Officers and 


Court-Penſioners. This is the laſt ſtruggle 
and effort the People of England have left 
them for their Properties; and ſhould we 
now miſcarry in this, we may fit down and 
idly ſhew our Affections for our Country, 
and fruitlefly bewail the Loſs of our Li- 
berties, but ſhall never meet with another 


Minds of People right in this Particular ere 
it be too late, I think it will be only ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew the Danger of chooſing 
Members that are in Places from two Con- 
ſideratians: Firſt, From the Nature of 


ſach a Parliament conſider'd in it ſelf : And, F 


Secondly, From what has already been 
done by Parliaments fo qualified. In both 
which J ſhall be very brief, and content 
myſelf 'with much fewer Arguments than 


might be urg'd upon this Subject: For I 5 


ſhould almoſt deſpair of being ſurvived bx 
the Liberties of Exgland, if I could imagine 
their was a Neceſſity of ſaying much in a 
Caſe not only of ſuch irreſiſtible Evidence 
and Demonſtration, but alſo of the utmoſt 
Concern and Importancs to us, 2% 


Opportunity of exerting our ſelves in its 5 
Service. That I may therefore ſet the |] 
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2. Fit "Mw We ſhall beſt be able to 
underſtand the Nature of ſuch an ill-choſen 
Parliament, by comparing it with a true 
one, and with the original Deſign of Par- 
liaments in . their Inſtitution, I hope it 
need not be told that they were at firſt 2 
tended for a Support to the King's juſt Pre- 
regative, and a Protection to the Subjects in 
their as juſt Rights and Privileges: For 
maintaining all due Honour to the Executive 
Power, and all ſuitable Reſpect and Encou- 

ment to thoſe who are intruſted with 

the Adminiftration of the Laws: For a Poiſe 
and Balance between the two extreme con- 
tending Powers of abſolute Monarchy and 
Anarchy: For a Check and Curb to inſo- 
2 lent and licentious Miniſters, and a Ter- 
Z ror to ambitious and over-grown States- 
men: For giving their Advice to his Ma- 
Jeſty in all Matters of Importance: For 
making neceflary Laws to preſerve or im- 
prove our Conſtitution, and abrogating ſuch 
es were found burdenſome and obſolete: 
+ or giving the King Money for defraying 
he Charges and Expences of the Govern- 
ment, or maintaining a' neceſſary War 
Againſt Foreign and Domeſtic Enemies: 
1 or examining and inſpecting the Public 
Pccounts, to know if their Money 7550 
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plied” to its true Uſe and Purpoſes: In 
ſhort, - For the beſt Security imaginable to 
his Majeſty! s Honour and Royal r 


aid the ns has OE a adibons 
— 


* 
* ” 


This lein the Nature 04 tene 
Dein of a 8 let us now ſec 
whether a Houſe of Commons, full of 
Officers and Court-Penſioners,: will anſwer 
thoſe noble and laudable Ends of their 
Conſtitution: And here indeed I begin al- 
ready to be aſham'd of my Undertaking: 
the Proof of the Negative is fo riditculous, 
that it looks too much like a Jeſt to aſk | 
any one in his Wits, Whether a Parlia- 
ment filled with:Delinquepts will ever call 

themſelves to an Account, or what Account 
would be given if they ſhould ? Whether 
an Aſſembly of public þ Robbers will ſentence 
one another to be puniſh'd, or to make 
Reſtitution? Whether it is poſſible our 
Grievances. can be redreſt, that are com- 
mitted by Perſons from whom there is no l 
higher Power to appeal? Whether there i" 
any Hope of Juſtice where the MalefaRor: 
are the Judges ? Whether his Majeſty can 
be tightly inform'd in Affairs relating 0% 
HFimſelf or the Public, when they are re-. 
preſented to him only by ſuch Perſbns Wh 
5 | gene , 
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Geliga w abuſs him ? Whether the Public 
Accounts will be faithfully inſpected bby 
thoſe who emberzle our Money to 
own Uſe > Whether the King's Ser 
can de lawfully in duch whe 
only pervert it to theit own finiſter Ends 
and Purpoſes ? Whether 4 Parliament wah © 
be a gue Balance, where all the Weight hes 
only in one Scale? Or, laſtly, Whether a 
— Houſe of Commons can Vote freely, who 
ate either prepoſſeſt with the Hopes ond 
Promiſes of enjoying-Places, ur .the Haviſb 
Fears of lofing them? Methinks it is offer 
ing too much Violence to human Nature 
to aſk ſuch Queſtions as theſe; I ſhall there- 
fore leaye this nn Point. 


* 
p 
” 


ſatisfied, or lulled into a fond Opinion, that 

theſe Miſchiefs will not enſue upon the 
| Elections they ſhall make, I ſhall farther 
.* endeavour to convince: thoſe who are meſt 
moved by the Force of Examples, by 
fl coming to my ſecond Particular, and ſhew- / 
4 ing how Parliaments fo qualify'd have all 
94 along behaved themſelves. And here I 
31 
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7 RT - Vet left Aill ay; ſhould remain un- 
1 

e 


— confeſs there are not many Inſtances 
to be given, the Project of corrupting Par- 

liaments being but of a late Date, a Practice 
Aſt ſet on Foot within the Compaſs of our 


own 


F361] 
own Memories, as the laſt and moſt dange3 
rous Stratagem that ever was invented by 
an encroaching Tyrant to poſſeſs himſelf 
of the Rights a of freeborn People; Im ean 
King Charles II. who, well remembring 
with how little Succeſs both He and his 
Father had made Uſe of open Arms and 
downright Violence to ſtorm and batter 
down the Bulwarks of our excellent Con- 
ſtitution, had Recourſe at laſt to thoſe 
mean Arts, and underhand Practices, of 
bribing and corrupting with Money thoſe 
who: were intruſted with the Converſation 
of our Laws, and the Guardianſhip: of our 
Liberties, And herein he ſo well ſucceeded, 
that the Miſchiefs and Calamities, occafion'd 
by that Mercenary Parliament, did not 
terminate with his Life and Reign; but 
the Effects of them are handed and con- 
tinued down, and very ſenſibly felt by the 
Nation to this very Hour. For it is to that 
Houſe of Commons the formidable Great- 
.neſs of France was owing, and to their 
Account therefore ought we to ſet down 
the prodigious Expences of the late War: 
It was by thoſe infamous Members that 
Money was given to make a feign'd and 
collufve War with France, which 4 the- 5 

ame Time was employ d either in ſubdui 
. Subjects at home, or oppreſſing our Pro | 
1 teſtant 


11 


teſtant Nelghbouis abtoad: It was ic 
Vena Parliament in Effect that furniſſrd 
the King of France with Timber and fkil-, 
„ Workmen for building Ships, as well 
Mariners, and prodigious quantity 

of Braſs and Iron Cannon, - Mortar-pieces, 
and Bullets from the Tower; by the Help 
of which our own treacherous King was 
able to boaſt publickly, and thank God, 
that he had at laſt made his Brother of 
France a Seaman : By this Means the 
Honour of England was proſtituted, and 
our Natural and Naval Strength betray'd, 
with which, like S AMpsod, we ſhould ea- 
ſily have broken all the Cords that Europe, 
or the whole World could have made: to 
bind and enſlave us, had not this Parlia- 
ment.made a Sacrifice: of all to the Charms 
of a French DALIiLAan. To this profligate 
and villainous Reign we are to aſcribe the 
Loſs of all the conſiderable Charters of 
England, the Deaths: of our beſt Patriots, 
the Encouragement and almoſt Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Popery, the Decay of Trade, the 
Growth of Arbitrary Power, the ill Effects 
of diſhonourable Leagues, the ſhutting up 
of the Exchequer, the Progreſs of all Sorts 
of Debauchery; the ſervile Compliances at 
Court of arampant Hierarchy in the King- 
dom, the inſdlent Deportment of the 
inferior 


T3 
mferior Cleigy both in the Unixvtſitins dt 
elſewhere, their laviſh Doctrine 'of Paſſive 
Obedience and Non-eefiſtance ; zan (hart, a 
general Deptavation of Manners, and al- 
moſt utter Extirpation of Virtue-and moral 
Honeſty. Theſe and all. the athen Mit 
chiefs af that Reign are juſtly. chargeable 


tothe Account of that penſfion'd Perlia- 


ment, who either were the immediate Au+ 
thors, or the undoubted Cauſers of them: 


Wha, tho' they ſat long and atteny and 


could not be ignorant of our deplorahle 
Condition, yet having their Eyes blind 
with the Duſt of Gold, and thei Longues  . 
lock'd up with Silver Keys, they durſt nat 
cry out for the Reſcue. a; their Cauntry, 
thus inhumanly raviſud in their very Pre- 


ſence. | It will not eonfifc with mydeſign d 


Brevity, nor is it here neceflary to gives the 
Reaſons that induced: the Court to diſſolve 
that Parliament; nor ſhall J take any far- 


ther Notice! of their: great. and fortunate ; 
Overſight in doing it, nor of their unſtign d 


Repentance afterwards for it: L ſhall 

obſerve, That if. the Nation had been ſo 
fenflefly ſtupid tor have choſen the fare 
Members a ſecond Time, Who were Pen- 
ſioners in the foregoing Parliament, we had 
long ago ſaffer'd the nal Con 


of ous "TOP" and Madneſt in iuch à Ghurs; 


nor 


a 


a 


| 
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not ſhould wengw have had this Libertz | 


to-warn one another againſt ſplitting upon 


the like * ang falliog 1 the ſame 
Preaipices. . they were wiſer in tho 


Times; and ky Conſiderg tion 1 the dread- 
ful 1 bipwreck they . ſo lately eſcaped, 


m chooſe Pilots of a.guits con- 


_ eden, who, as far as in them 
lay, and as long as they were frat yr t 
ſitat the Helm, repair'd the ſhatter'd Veil: 
of the Common- wealth, reſtor;d'44s Ho- 
nas, revived its drooping Genius, ade 
Force to its Laws, Countenance to its Re- 
ligion, and, in a great Meaſure, reduced our 
baniſh' d Liberties, and expos d the Perſons 
who fold them to the uni venſal Hatred and 
Reproacli f ther Fellow Subjects; a.Punith- 
ment indeed infinitely — 2 than they de- 
ſerved for the higheſt Crime, a Member of | 
Parliament is capable of committing, . 


1 As for King Famer 8 Reign, the” it 
was notoriouſly guilty of the Breach and 
Violation, of meſt of our Fundamental 
Laws, which ſufficiently juſtifies our Car- 
rage towards him, yet cannot we ſay that 
his Miſmanagement is to be aſcrib'd * the 
Corruption ol. any Parliament ſitting in his 
Time. Fu true indeed, he reap' d too much 
2 from vs A the bcib'd 


Parliament 
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13 Parliament in his Brother's Reign, and us d 
| all poſſible Endeavours to procure fue an- 
other for himſelf, well knowing it to be 

the moſt effectual Means for carrying on 

his ruinous and. deſtructive Projects; yet 

either from the unſhaken Conſtancy of the 

People, or want of Dexterity in his Mini- 


fters, he was altogether defeated in his Ex- 
pectation. | 


6. This miſerable Diſappointment of 
King James Hopes made way for our late 
'glorious Revolution, which was brought 
about by the hearty Endeavours, and ac- 
companied with the moſt unfeigned Vows 
and Withes of all true Lovers of their 
Country, who from hence expected a full 
Deliverance from their preſent Miſeries, 
and a ſure Remedy from their future Fears: 
For what Happineſs might not the People 
well hope for under the Government of the 
beſt of Kings, ſupported by the beſt of 
Titles, v/z. The genera} Conſent and 
Election of his People? We were fill'd 
with golden Dreams not only of a bare 
| Security for our Eſtates and Lives, but an 
s inexhauſted Affluence of all Manner of 
Bleſſings a Nation is capable of enjoying. 
But tho' we have dreamt the Dreams, yet 
have we not ſeen the Viſions; And tho 
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LB the Nation is by this Time ſadly. ſenſible 
how wWretchedly they have fallen ſhort of 

their expected Happineſs, yet are they not 
all acquainted with the true Spring and 
Fountain from whence all their Misfortunes 
flow, which is indeed no other than that 
bare-faced and openly- aue. d Corruption, 
which, like a univerſal Leproſy, has fo 
notoriouſly infected and overſbread both our 
Court and Parliament. Tis from hence 
are plainly derived all the Calamities and 
D iſtractions under which the whole Nation 

at preſent groans: Tis this that has 
chang'd the very Natures of Engliſbmen, 
of Valiaut made them Cowards, of Eloquent 

Dumb, and of Honeſt Men Villains: Tis 

this can make a whole Heuſe of Commons 

eat their own Words, and countervote 
what they had juſt before reſoly'd on: Tis 
this could ſummon the Mercenary Members 
from all Quarters of the Town in an inſtant 

. vote their Fellow Criminals innocent: 

»Tis this that can make a Parliament throw 

away the Peoples Money with the utmoſt 

Profuſion, without enquiring into the 

Management of it: Tis this that put a 

Stop to the Examination of that ſcanda- 

. lous Eſcape of the Thoulon Fleet into Breſt - 

*Tis this that has-encourag'd the Miſma- 

- aagements. of the Admiralty in relation 

ca | a 
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ef Wat au Merchants Ships, as well as 


Dare 


by the Parliament had been ſet apart for 
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to the Lok of ſo vaſt a Number. .of Men 


other Miſcartiages, which were by all Men 
proceed” not from their Want of 
Underftanding in Sea-Affairs: Tis this that 
has hinder'd the Paſſing a Bill fo often 
brought into the Houſe for incapacitating 
Members to bear Offices: Tis this that 
ronald ot only indemnify, but honour a 
leading Member for his audacious procure 
ing and accepting a Grant of Lands, which 


the public Service; a Vote that ſhall ſtand 
recorded in theif own Journals, to the ne- 
ver-dying Infamy of that Mercenary Aſſem« 
bly Tis this could make the fame Perfon 
moſt -confidently affirm, That he was fare 


the Majority of the Houſe would- agree. to 


what be was going to propoſe : Tis this thet 
could make Men of peaceable Diſpofitions 
and conſidetable Eftates vote for a Stand- 
ing- Army: Tis this that could bring Ad- 
mirals to confeſs that our Fleet under their 


Command was no Security to us : Tis this 


cculd make wife Men act againſt their oom 
apparent Intereſt: In ſhort, 'tis this that 
has infatuated' our Prudence, ſtagger d our 


Conſtancy, ſully d our Reputation, and in- 
troduc'd a total Defection from all true En- 
gli Prineiples. Bribery 1 indeed fo ute 


and 


| „ | 
ad unavéidable a Way td deſtroy any 
Nation, that we may all fit doven and won. 
der, that ſo much as the very Name of a 
Free Government is yet continued to us 
And if by our wary Choice of Members 
we mould happen to recover our ancient 
Conſtitution, we ſhall with Horror and 
Amazement look back, and reflect upon 
the © dreadful Precipice we ſo. narrowly 
eſcaped. FI ; Ws * 1 228 


7. Fatal Experience has now more than 
enough convinc d us, that Cqurts have been 
the ſame in all Ages: and that few Perſons 
have been found of ſuch, approvd Con- 
ſtancy and Reſolution, as to withſtand the 
powerful Allurements and Temptations, 
"which from ' thence have been continually 
diſpens'd for the corrupting of Men's 
Minds, and debauching their honeſt Prin- 
ciples. Such Inſtances of the Frailty of 
Human Nature may be given within theſe 
few 1 as might make a Man eren 

-aſham'd of his own Species, and which 
(were they not ſo open and notorious) ought 
out of Pity to Mankind to be buried in 
perpetual Silence. Who can enough lament 


the wretched Degeneracy of the Age we 
live in? To fee Perſons who were formerly 
noted for the moſt vigorous Aſſertors of 
1 their 
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their Country's: Liberty, who from their 
Infancy had inbib'd no other Notions than 
what conduc d to the public Safety, whoſe 


Principles were farther improvd and con- 


firm'd by the Advantages of a ſuitable Con- 
verſation, and who were ſo far poſſeſs d with 
this Spirit of Liberty, that it ſometimes 
tranſported them beyond the Bounds of 
Moderation, even to unwarrantable Exceſ- 


ſes: To ſee theſe Men, I ſay, ſo infamouſly 


fall in with the Arbitrary Meaſures of the 
Court, and appear the moſt active Inſtru- 
ments for enſſaving their Country, and that 
without any formal Steps or Degrees, but 
all in an inſtant, is ſo violent and ſurprizing 
a Tranſition from one Extreme to another 
without paſſing the Mean, as . would have 
confounded the Imaginations of EuclIp 
or PyRRHO. All the ſtated Maxims in 


relation to the Nature of Mankind, which 


have been long ago ſettled and eſtabliſh'd by 
Philoſophers and Obſerving Men; are now 


baffled and exploded; and we have nothing 
left us to contemplate, but the wild Extra- 
vagancies of Romantic Fables, the ſudden 


Conveyances of nimble-finger'd Jugglers, 


the inimitable Diſpatches of tranſubſtan- 


tiating Prieſts, or the now more crediblg 
Metamorphoſes of Men into Beaſts, 


8. 


— 
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8. The Neceſſity we have lain under of | 


9 85 Meetings of Parliament during the 


War, has taught our Managers ſo much 
Dexterity and Addreſs in their Applications 
to the Members of that Aſſembly, that they 
are now become conſummate Maſters in 


that moſt deteſtable Art of corrupting our 


Repreſentatives, by Hopes and Fears of at- 
taining or loſing Offices and Preferments. 
And tho' I here name Offices, yet thoie 
Offices are downright Bribes and Penſions, 
ſince they are held precariouſſy from the 
Court, and conſtantly taken away upon 
Non. compliance with the Court-Meaſures; 
tho I am not ignorant that ſeveral conſider- 


able Penſions were alſo paid out of the 


Exchequer to Members of both Houſes: 
For Places could not be had for all, tho 
they have tried all imaginable Arts for di- 


; viding amongſt themſelves the conſiderable 


Poſts in the Kingdom: For either by ſplit- 
ting of Offices amongſt ſeveral Perſons 


which were formerly executed by one, or 


by reviving ſuch as were ſunk, or by creat- 


. 1og others which were altogether uſeleſs 


and unneceſſary, or by Promiſes of Prefer- 
ment to thoſe Who could not preſently be 
provided for, they had made: above 200 


Members abſolutely dependent. upon them. 


And * Points might not ſuch' a Num- 
; ber 


22 

ber carry in the Houſe, who were always 
ready and conſtantly attending with more 
Diligence to deftroy our Conſtitution, than 
the reſt were to: preſerve it? Who repre- 
ſented not their Country but themſelves, 
and always kept together in a cloſe and 
undivided Phalanx, impenetrable either by 
Shame or Honour, voting always the ſame 
Way, and ſaying always the ſame Things, 
as if they were no longer voluntary Agents, 
but ſo many Engines merely turn d about 
by a mechanic Motion, like an Organ where 
the great humming Baſes as well as the little 
ſqueaking Trebles are filbd but with one 
Blaſt of Wind from the fame Sound- buard? 
Yet a few of them may in ſome Meaſure 
be difſtinguiſh'd from thoſe point. blank Vo- 
ters, whom. neither. their Country's Safety, 
northeir own mare dear and valu'd Intereſt, 
nor the Perſuaſion of their once intimate 
Friends, nor Fear of Reproach, nor Love 
of Reputation could ever prevail to join in 
an honeſt Point, or diſſent from a Queſtion 
that carried in it the Violation of the Rights 
and Properties of the Subject. Theſe are 
the Men who have perſuaded his Majeſty, 
or rather aſſum'd to themſelves not to fill 
up any vacant Offices whilſt the Parliament 
is ſitting; but to keep all Pretenders in a 
Dependance till the End of the Seſſion, 
Witneſs 


Ta) 
and bind them up to their ill Behavipur, 
which will chen be their beſt Pretence to 
demand their Wages of Uncighteouſneſs.:, 
Witneſs the :Commiſſion / of *;Exciſe the! 
laſt Seſſion, which was; ſuedifot by, and: 
promis dito above 30 Competitors, who all. 
did their utmoſt to ſignalize their ſeveral. 
Merits for an Office, which; doubtleſs will 
be at laſt divided amoneſt thoſe who haves 
deſerved;worlt-of their 4 — 5 By theſe 
Means tlie made their; Numbers and In- 
tereſt in the Houſe ſo great, that no Miſ- 
carriage in the Government eguld ever. be, 
redreſt; ↄnor the meaneſt Tool belonglug: to 
them be: :puniſh'd.:-: Some? of which they, - 
did indeed take: into [their o-w-n Hands, 
which raisd in the People a high Ex- 
pectation that ſome extraordinary Penalties 
would be inflicted upon them; when their 
Deſign at the ſame Time was nothing elſe 
but to protect and ſcreen them from, the 
ordinary Courſe of juſtice: Such is: no]·- 
the Difference in: Noint of Coxtuption be- 
3 a common Jury and the,Grang, Juzy 
of the Nation: Such: a mutual” Aſſiſtance 
and Support have they. been / ta one anqther 
in the ſeyeral- Miſmanagements of their 
Truſts: So favourable have they been to 
their own Creatutes, and ſp implacable 5 
_— * have any way pos d their un- 
2 G | "juſt 
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juſt Proceedings, witneſs their ſcandalous 
Partiality in the Cafe of Duncoms, which 
J hope to ſee printed at large for the Satiſ- 
faction of the Public. If it were truly 
repreſented, I am ſure there needs nothing 
more to excite in the People an univerſal 
Deteftation of their Arrogance and Injuſtice. 
And yet do theſe Apoſtates pretend to 
value themſelves upon their Merit in con- 
triving that moſt deſtructive Project of 
Exchequer Bills, by which all impartial 
Men muſt either think they notoriouſly 
diſſemble with us, or that they have indeed 
loſt their Senſes when they ſpeak of pub- 


lic Service; the Word is fo unbecoming in 


their Mouths, and ſo awkwardly pro- 
nounced, that they ſeem not to breathe in 
their own Element when they uſurp the 
Name. Theſe are the Men who have en- 
deavour'd to render our Condition hopelefs 
even beyond the Power of the King him-- 

ſelf to relieve us: For tho' his Majeſty be | 
deſervedly loved and honour'd by his People 
for his Readineſs to do them Juſtice, and 
eaſe their Oppreſſions, bo can we not ex 
it from him whilſt he is thus beſet and 
ſurrounded, and his Palaces inveſted by 
theſe Conſpirators againſt his own Honour 


and the Welfare of his Kingdoms. 'The 


only Remedy therefore that remains is, to 
| N chooſe 
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chooſe ſuch a Parliament who Iye under 
no Temptations, and are acted by no other 
Motives but the rea! and true Iutereſt of 
his Majeſty and his Dominions ; a Parlia- 
ment that will fall unanimouſly upon pub- 
lic Bufineſs, and be free from thoſe petty 
Factions and perſonal Piques, which in the 
late Seflian fo ſhamefully obſtructed and 
delay d the moſt importance Service of the 
Common- wealth. 


9. If it ſhould be pretended, That the 
Nation is yet unſettled, and the Fear of 
King James has forced them upon theſe 
extraordinary Methods for their own Pre- 
ſervation, I anſwer, That no Cauſe what- 
ſoever can be juſtly alledg'd in Vindication 
of ſuch vile Arts and pernicious Practices. 
But I would farther afk them, What Ne- 
ceſſity there is upon that Account for their 
gaining ſuch prodigious Eſtates to themſelves 
in fo ſhort a Time, and in ſo mercileſs a 
Way, when the Nation was rack'd to the 
atmoſt by Taxes in a long and Expenſive 
War? Is it the Fear of King James that 
has brought ſuch a Reproach upon our 
Revolution, as if it needed to be ſupported 
by ſuch mean and unjuſtifiable Practices? 
Is it the Fear of King James that makes us 


content he Mould live ſo -near us, or that 
- he 


we © 


he ſhould be maintain'd at our own Charge 
of Focool. per Annum? Or has not rather 
King James been made the Pretence for 
the unwarrantable Proceedings of our Con- 
ſpirators duting the War, and fince the 
Concluſion of the Peace? It is very ſtrange 
that King James, who is but their Jeſt in 
private, ſhould be thus made their public 
Bugbear to frighten us out of our Senſes . 
like Children; fo that King James muſt 

be at laſt our Ruin abroad; who could not 
compaſs it by all his Power and: Intereſt at 
home. And in this Senſe I am of their 
Opinion, That we are not yet quite delivered 
from the Fear of. King James, who muſt be 
made the Inſtrument of our Slavery by thoſe 
very Perſons who pretend their greateſt Merit 
to confiſt in delivering us from him. But 
what is this but making the old abdicated 
Tyrant a Footſtool to aſcend the Throng 
of -abſolute Power, and a Scaffold for erect- 
ing. that proud and ſtately Edifice from 
whence we have ſo juſtly tumbled him 
down headlong? But tis to be hop'd the 
Nation will be no longer imposd on by 
ſuch: ſtale Pretences as theſe; and that a 
well-choſen Parliament will not fail to paſs 
their ſeyereſt Cenſures upon thaſe who 
would thus jeſt us out of all that is dear and 
valuable amongſt us; That they will no 


longer 


; 
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longer reſmble a Flock of Sheep (as CaTo 


ſaid of the Romans in his Time) that fol- 
lowed the Bel-weather, and are contented 
when all together, to be led by the Noſes 
by ſuch whoſe Counſels not a Man of them 
would make Uſe of in a private Cauſe of 
his own: That they will at laſt vindicate * 


the Honour of England, and imitate their 


wiſe Anceſtors in hunting down” theſe 
Beaſts of Prey, theſe noxious Vermiin to 


the Common-wealth, rather than ſuffer 


themſelves to be led in Collars and Cou- 
ples by one mighty N1MRoD, who upon 


the turning up of his Noſe ſhall expect a 


full Cry of ſequacious Animals, who muſt 


either join Voices or be turn'd out of the 


Pack. 


10. Notwithſtanding what J have ſaid, 


Il would not have any of them either really 


imagine themſelves, or falſcly ſuggeſt to 
others, that I envy them their Places and 
Preferments, which I am ſo far from doing, 
that I wiſh they rather had* them for the 
Term of their Lives; I deſye- only they 
may be ſubject to the Laws, and to ſome 
Power on Earth that may call them to ac- 
count for their Miſbehaviours, that the 

may not be their own Judges, that our ſo- 
vereign Remedy may not prove our chief 
Diſeaſe, 
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Diſeaſe, and that the Kid may be ſeeth'd in 
ſomething elſe than its Mother's Milk. 
Nor would I by any Means deny them 
their Seats in Parliament, provided they are 
in-a Condition to ſpeak and act freely, and 
diſcharged from theſe Temptations which 
I find they have not Conſtancy enough to 
underſtand ; for after all, I ſtill believe 
many of them ſo honeſt that nothing but 
Money or Preferments will corrupt them. 
But if nothing will ſatisfy them but the 
downright Subverſion of our Conſtitution ; 
if they will be content with nothing but 
the utter aboliſhing of all Laws, and the 
rooting up of thoſe Fences and Securities 
provided by our Anceſtors for. the Pre- 
ſervation of all Things that are facred and 
eſteem'd amongſt Mankind; it is high 
Time for the Electors to look about them, 
and diſappoint their unreaſonable and exor- 
bitant Hopes, and to ſpew them out as 
deteſtable Members of the Common 
wealth; not only as unfit to be truſted 
with their Liberties, but as unworthy to 
breathe in the Air of a Free Government, 
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11. If any ſhould fay, That the Alterg- 
tions in Elections will ſtand us in no ſtead, 
ance whoever are choſen will ſtill be bought 


and brid'd by Court-Preferments : J an- 
ſwer, 
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ſwer, it will require a conſiderable Time to 
new-model and debauch a Houſe of Com- 
mons, nor can it be done but by diſplacing 
all thoſe who are already poſſeſs d, to make 
Room for theſe new Comers, which will 
make the Trade and Myſtery of Bribery 
more plain, and conſequently more abhor'd: 
And ſince no Parliament can now it above 
three Years, the Court will meet with freſh 
Difficulties to interrupt them, which may | 
poſſibly at laſt make them weary of theſe 
Practices. Tis true, indeed, this Conſide- 
ration ought to make us more circumſpect 
ia our Choice of Members, for tho' we 
ſhould chooſe but an inconſiderable Num- 
ber of Penſioners, yet will they ſoon be able 
to work over a Majority to their Side: So 
true is the Saying, A little Leaven leavens 
tbe whole Lump. Whoever therefore out 
of any particular Friendſhip, or other Mo- 
tives of Fear or private Intereſt, ſhould vote 
for any one Perſon ſo qualify'd, let him 
conſider that as much as in him lies, he 
makes a Compliment of all the Liberties 
of England to the unſatiable Avarice and 
Ambition of Stateſmen and Court Miniſters. 
Since therefore we have ſo narrowly eſcap'd 
our Deſtruction, and one Seſſion more of 
the laſt Parliament would infallibly have 
ruin'd our Conſtitution, we cannot ſurely 
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be fo groſly overſeen as to neglect the op- 
5 now put into our Hands for avoid 
ing the like Hazards; in Time to come; 
which may eaſily be done, if the Freehol- 
ders and Burghers in England w1ll petition. 
and engage their Repreſentatives to conſent 
to a Bill which ſhall be brought into the 
Houſe, to incapacitate all Members ' for. 


holding Offices and Preferments: Or if it 


ſhould be thought too much to debar them 
altogether from the Enjoyments of Poſts 
of Honour and Advantage, let them keep 
them during good Behaviour, and not other- 
wiſe; that · ſuch Places may not be reſerv'd 
in ſtore for thoſe who ſhall be from Time 
to Time elected, and thereby a continued 
Courſe of Corruption be carry'd on ſuc- 
ceſſively thro' the whole Nation, who will 
in a few Years inſenſibly find themſelves ſo 
univerſally infected with this inſinuating 
Vice, that we ſhall be throughly ripe for 
Deſtruction, and readily expoſe to fale the 
Liberties of England by Auction to the 
faireſt Bidder. If it was deſervedly 
thought one of our moſt dangerous Grie- 
vances, that the Judges, who only declare 
the Law, ſhould hold their Places ad bene- 
placitum; what Condition muſt we be in 
when our Law-makers themſelves are ſub- 

jected to the ſame "Temptations ? Of what 
Advantage 


wk 
{dvantage. have we got by having our 
udges Commiſſions for Life, when our very 
Legiſlature itſelf + is proſtituted to Bribery | 
and ſordid Gain? The Fortune of England 
is now brought to the niceſt Point, and 
there are critical Seaſons, which if neglected, 
vill never again be offerd; and ſhould 
7e now fail in our Duty to our Country, 
ve ſhall aſſuredly fall unpitied by the reſt 
of the World. But if on the other Hand, 
can by our foreſight and diligence pre- 
nt for the future the Bribing and Cor- 
| ption of Parliaments, it is not to be ima- 
vin'd what Security, what Happineſs, and 
hat immortal Reputation will be the ne- 
er- ceaſing Concomitants of ſach a Settle- 
ment. If the very Rump of a Parliament, 
ven in the midſt of Domeſtic Diſcontents, 
and beſet on all Sides with foreign Affaults 
End Invaſions, were able by that one fe- 
denying Alt to maintain the public Welfare 
rom the Danger of inward Convulſions at 
home, and violent Concuſſions from abroad; 
if that ſmall and broken Number without 
any Head, and under ſo many Diſad- 
vantages, could by this only Means ſecure 
our Peace, and fo widely extend the Repute 
and Honour of the Engliſʒh Name; what 
Country or what Region could ever give 
Limits to the unbounded Reputation. 1 
A H fu 
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yet green and flouriſhing Lawrels from his 


might deliver up to W traiterous 
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full and legal Parliament ſo nobly quakfy'd? 
What Nation could there be 10 powerful 
as to reſiſt our Forces, or ſo politic as to 
infatuate our Counſels? There: is nothing 
within the Compaſs. of human Wiſhes that 
we might not aſſure, ourſelves from the 
Wiſdom and Virtue of ſuch a diſintereſted 
Aſſembly, headed and encourag'd by the 
moſt auſpicious Prince that ever yet ſoray'd 
the Engliſh Scepter : A Prince who only 
waits the Opportunity of. our own Wil- 
lingneſs to be happy, and is fard with a 
longing Eagerneſs to ſee the Nation deſerve 
the glorious Effects of his inimitable Con- 
duct, and inexhauſted Beneficence; who 
only wiſhes a happy. Conjuncture of a free 
and unbyaſs'd Parliament, that he might 
join with them in the Reſcue of himſe! 
and us from the Oppreflion of thoſe de- 
youring Harpies, who would tear off the 


Majeſtic Brows, and ungratefully caſt a 
Tarnith upon the luſtre. of his.bright and 
ſhining Atchievements: That he roghe dif- 
ſipate thoſe inauſpicious Vapors which have 
hindred him from breaking out in the 
height of his Meridian Glories, and inter- 
9 his benign and noble Influence upon 
his inferior and dependent Orbs:, That he 


and 
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and inſinuating Paraſites, who endeavour to 

inſpire into his ſacred Breaſt an un worth 
Jealouſy of his People, as if he wanted th 
Aſſiſtance of a Standing- Army to ſecure and 
eſtabliſh to himſelf that Throne which he 
has already ſo firmly erected in the Hearts 


and Affections of his Subjects: And laſtly, 


that he might wholly diſcharge himſelf of 


thoſe wretched and perfidious Statesmen, 


who endeavour to fix the Brand of their 
own acquir'd Infamy upon their . Maſter, 
that they may make him as hateful to one 
Party for their Vices, as he is already to. 


another for his own Virtues, and deprive 


him of the gloribus Title of the World's 
greateſt Benefactor, which he has ſo juſtly 
purchas'd to himſelf by his immortal Per- 


formances. | 
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anſwer to ſuch who may poſſibly think E 
have reflected too much upon the Supine- 
neſs and baſe Negle& of.the People of Eng- 
land; as if it were poſſible they could be 
ſuch monſtrousand unnatural Self- murderers, 
as to give away with their own Breath and 


- free Conſent all their Rights to their Eſtates 


and Lives. I confeſs I ſhould be giad to 
find my Labour loſt upon this Account: 


But I defire ſuch to confider, that there are 
( | many tf 
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many honeſt and well-meaning Exgliſimen 
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ha do not bende between our preſent 
Zoyernmegt, preſent Way of 
Ger re ale Diltapes 1 * the Parka- 
or 2167 ,6f, Buſineſs, or other, 
RAINS hep in the wo Id, render them 
leſs able to. penetrate the Deſigns that are. 
now, carrying on for the: total Sabverſion of 
our. moſt excellent Conſtitution. And it is, 
plain, on the otber Hand, that the great, 
and e Diligence of the preſent, 
Co pirators againſt our Government, 2 
C 


r to ſupport their future Elections, 
gle their Thoughts | that the Wie et | 

e Elegtors | ate coppble, of. be being: impes d d- .. 
upon in this groſs an une xampled Manner. tA 
Since therefore ./ hoſe who a making us 
Slaves, think it no great difficulty to. effect 


their Purpoſes, I ſee no reaſon why I ought 
| Far an be ſo 1 as to forbear expreſſing my 
C 


irs. nnd Aeprebgnſiong.of Mie eh. 
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